
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
Sunday, March 19, 2023 

 
 

 

As you enter the nave—our worship space—we ask that you remember this room 
is holy: Set apart for prayer and praise. Please enter this space with reverence 
and keep silence, so that you may quiet your mind and be prepared for worship. 

 

 

H82 is the shorter hymnal which says “The Hymnal 1982” on the front and spine. 
ELW is the slightly taller hymnal which says “Worship” on the spine. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
—  All stand and face the font as the bell is tolled. 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Presider In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen 
Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

All Amen 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN “I Bind unto Myself Today”                H82 #370 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Presider Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
All His mercy endures forever. 
 
TRISAGION                in front section of H82 #S 102 
All Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. (x3) 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY & MEMORIAL COLLECT 
Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 
All And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which 

gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 
Presider Almighty God, in your providence you chose your servant Patrick to be the apostle of the Irish people, 

to bring those who were wandering in darkness and error to the true light and knowledge of you: Grant 
us so to walk in that light that we may come at last to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

All Amen 

—  All are seated. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Reader A reading from the first book of Samuel 
 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill 
your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among 
his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with 
you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall 
do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, 
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, 
“Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance 
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. 
He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has 
the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has 
not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, 
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, 
“Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went 
to Ramah. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be God. 
 
PSALM 23                  Sung by all in unison 

 
The Lord | is my shepherd; * 

I shall not | be in want. 
He makes me lie down | in green pastures * 

and leads me be- | side still waters. 
He re- | vives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways | for his name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who | trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 
Reader A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians 
 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is 
found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 



Reader The Word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be God. 
 
—  All stand. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               Cantor introduces refrain, then is joined by all 

 
Cantor Jesus says, I am the light | of the world; * 
 whoever follows me will have the | light of life. All repeat refrain. 
 
GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 
Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
All Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 
when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on 
the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool 
of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who 
had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is 
he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, 
“Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said 
to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” 
He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This 
man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform 
such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you 
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he 
was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is 
of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already 
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 
said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open 
your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 
Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples 
of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The 
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We 
know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since 
the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, 
he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 
drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have 
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came 

into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some 
of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you 
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 
 

Reader The Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
—  All are seated at the invitation of the preacher. 
 
SERMON            Rev. Tim Burger 
 
—  A moment of silence and reflection is observed. All stand with the Presider. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound”               H82 #671 
 
NICENE CREED 
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 
—  All stand or kneel. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Intercessor With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 

creation. 
 

After each petition: 
Intercessor Lord, in your mercy, 
All hear our prayer. 
 

The Presider adds a concluding Collect. All respond ‘Amen’. 
 
—  All stand. 
 
PEACE 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All And also with you. 
  The congregation is invited to greet one another with the peace of Christ. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 



OFFERTORY 
Alms basins will be passed during the Offertory. If you don’t carry cash or a check, you can give 
online at our website, or by texting “give” to 229.384.0050. Thank you for your generosity! 

 
ANTHEM   “Christ Beside Me”        by Tom Fettke 
 
—  All stand. 
 
OFFERTORY CANTICLE “Create in Me a Clean Heart”              ELW #188 
All Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING – PREFACE 
Presider The Lord be with you.   
All And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing,…for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING – SANCTUS              in front section of H82 #S 129 
All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
—  All stand or kneel. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING – EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 2           Enriching Our Worship, pg. 60 
Presider Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and…to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 
All AMEN 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 
FRACTION ANTHEM  “Lamb of God”             in front section of H82 #S 163 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

 
—  The Presider will invite the congregation to commune, after which all are seated. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 

At the direction of the ushers, you are invited to come forward for Holy Communion to the altar 
rail. If you wish to receive bread only and/or wine from the common cup (chalice), please place 
your hands open in front of you. If you wish to receive by having the bread dipped and place on 
your tongue (intinction), please leave your hands on the rail or by your side. 

COMMUNION HYMN I  “Be Thou My Vision”                 H82 #488 
 
COMMUNION HYMN I I “Come Now, and Praise the Humble Saint”               H82 #260 
 
—  All stand at the direction of the Presider. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Presider Let us pray. 
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
BLESSING 
  The Presider proclaims God’s blessing. All respond ‘Amen’. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Thou, Whose Almighty Word”                H82 #371 
 
DISMISSAL 
Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
  Please join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall next door following the worship service. 
 
 

PARISH SCHEDULE 
March 19 Inquirers’ Class   9:00 AM 
  Lent IV – Holy Eucharist  10:00 AM 
March 20 Men’s Steak Night  6:00 PM 
March 22 Bible Study & Evening Prayer 6:00 PM 
  Choir Rehearsal   7:00 PM 
March 25 Back 40 Kick-off  starts at 9:00 AM 
March 26 Inquirer’s Class   9:00 AM 
  Lent V – Holy Eucharist  10:00 AM 
  Flower Guild Meeting  11:00 AM 
March 27 St. Clare’s Soup Kitchen  9:00 AM 
March 29 Bible Study & Evening Prayer 6:00 PM 
  Choir Rehearsal   7:00 PM 
April 1  Annual Yard Sale  starts at 7:30 AM 
April 2  Inquirers’ Class   9:00 AM 
  Palm Sunday – Holy Eucharist 10:00 AM 
  First Sunday Brunch  11:00 AM 
April 3  ELCW Meeting   12:00 PM 
April 6  Holy Thursday – Holy Eucharist 6:00 PM 
April 7  Good Friday – Liturgy  6:00 PM 
April 8  Easter Vigil at Saint Paul’s TBD 
April 9  Easter – Holy Eucharist  10:00 AM 
  Vestry Meeting     to be rescheduled 



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ANNUAL YARD SALE | We need volunteers for this year’s sale! While this event in sponsored by the ELCW, we need 

support from the whole parish. The 2023 sale will be held Saturday, April 1. Here’s what we need from you: 
 

• Are you or someone you know anticipating donating items to the sale? 
• Volunteers to set-up and price items before the sale during the week of March 27 
• Volunteers to help on the floor during the sale, April 1, 7.30a–12n 
• Volunteers to clean up after the sale, April 1, 12n–2p 

 

So we can move forward in our planning we need your responses soon! Please contact Aida Cerney if any of 
the above sounds like you! You can call her at home: 229.878.1514; on her cell: 229.343.5518; or E-mail her 
at: aida224@mediacombb.net. Thank you for your help, and we look forward to our success this year! 

 
BACK 40 KICK-OFF | Our annual yard clean-up day is approaching! If you’re interested in helping us keep our 10½ 

acres looking their best, please join us on Saturday, March 25 from 9a until 3p. We’ll be trimming shrubs, 
spreading straw, and more! The Back 40 crew will also offer training to familiarize volunteers with our lawn 
mowing equipment, and then it’ll be time to mow! Lunch will also be provided. 

 
EASTER FLOWERS | If you wish to remember before God the special people in your lives in thanksgiving and/or 

memory, please fill out our order forms located in the Narthex. Attached your check made payable to “St. 
Patrick’s Flowers”, and place in the alms basin or mail to the Church Office. The deadline to receive 
memorials is Sunday, April 2. The cost is $15; if that is a concern for you, please contact the Parish Office. 

 
EASTER OUTREACH | It’s that time of year again! Please help us by donating supplies for creating Easter baskets for 

the children of Liberty House. We DO NOT need grass or plastic eggs! We do, however, need baskets, 
wrapped candies, small toys, small books, basket wrap and jellybeans. The last day to receive donations is 
Palm Sunday, April 2. Easter baskets will be assembled and prepared following that Sunday’s worship. 

 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR Update | Pastor Jill Henning met with members of Our Saviour this past 

Sunday in an official capacity as Bishop Strickland's representative. She presented a resolution (that had 
previously been mailed to all members of Our Saviour) regarding Holy Closure. Following the reading of the 
resolution, there was time for discussion, during which many members spoke about their feelings regarding 
the current reality and how to move forward. The current status of the congregation is called "scattered and 
dispersed" (the legal language of the Lutheran Synod), and in order to be brought back into compliance, new 
leadership would need to be elected, in addition to other steps. The overall feeling among those gathered is 
that St. Patrick's is home, and there is no desire to separate and form a distinct worshiping community.  

 

The Synod Council meets June 1, 2023, at which time they will vote to officially close The Lutheran Church 
of Our Saviour, to be dissolved into St. Patrick's. More details will follow as a time is planned for a service 
of Holy Closure and celebration of a long and devoted ministry. Bishop Logue and Canon Lasch are aware 
of this, and are fully supportive in our mutual collaboration and dedication to full communion partnership 
with the ELCA.  

 

To this matter moving forward: this is a time of mixed emotions for members of Our Saviour. That is to be 
expected, and respected. This is also a time when the Vestry and Search Committee will discern how to honor 
the legacy of Our Saviour, and the simple fact that aspects of the Lutheran Tradition are a part of St. Patrick's. 
This is also something for the future rector to continue to discern, as best befits the parish. In the meantime, 
things will continue as they have, with no changes made to our worship, as nothing in any official capacity 
will happen until June.  

 

As the Psalmist says, it is good when we live together in unity. 
 

Parish Announcements continue on next page 

THANK YOU to all the folks who attended the St. Patrick's Day dinner, we had a wonderful time and collected a total 
of more than $830.00 in donations for the ELCW fund. The ELCW graciously sponsored the dinner this year 
making it all possible. We would like to thank Lamon Brand who prepared the corned beef for us and was 
the lead cook again this year and assisted by Patton Jones and Tom Voth. Lamon's culinary expertise was 
praised by more than a dozen folks commenting that the corned beef was the best they have ever had. Thanks 
also goes to Joe Wingard, David Hogue, Lucas Wingard, and Brent Driggers for the great entertainment, 
Sandy Wingard, Teresa Jones, Aida Cerney for the decorating, and Tricia Moreschi for the flower 
arrangements. A “thank you” also goes to Jane Braun and Marian White for helping on the serving line. 

 

MARCH CELEBRATIONS 
BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARY: 

1st – Loretta Williamson  4th – Bob Baranko  8th – Kristin Jones  19th – Barbara Cumbee  26th – Seth Daniels 
 

BIRTHDAY: 
1st – Bobbye Pruet  2nd – Mike Brunson, Sam Williamson  3rd – Kearsten Jones  7th – Le Anna Walton   

8th – Teresa Jones  14th – Kristi Baranko  16th – Tom Shapard  19th – Anne Wilson  20th – Lauren Williamson  
22nd – Georgeanne McPeters  28th – Davis Goodin  31st – Lesia Irvin 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
11th – Clay & Libby Sisson  13th – Ann & Bill Young  15th – Bert & Kristi Baranko   

23rd – Brian & Loretta Williamson 
 

KEEP IN PRAYER 
Myra Hundley, the family of Pat Hundley, Sam Stringer, Jeff Williamson, Michael Brunson, Albert Timmons, Stephen 
J., Butch Tiell, Suzanne Orndorff, Elsbeth Hebert, the Wingo Family, Stacey Fleming-Weeks, Vivian Fleming, M. 
Johnson, Bonnie & Charlie Hough, David Hogue, Tom Borst, Shavonya Wade, Steve Williams, Gary Shafer, Sue 
Young, Jessie, Ann Young, Doris Alley, Donna Timmons, Gene S., Jackie Powell, Peggy Hamlin, Tom Driggers, 
Steve & Nancy Jackson, Michael Price, Steve Tanner, Jessica Thompson, Micki Hundley Addleman, Maxx 
Bourgeault, Savannah Esway, Jay Howard & Family, Jim Howard, Al Seely-Wilson, and Evie Tsasis.  
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY   NEXT SUNDAY    
COFFEE HOUR:  Marian White, Steve Kender Joe & Sandy Wingard 
ALTAR GUILD:  Sandra Rowe, Loretta Williamson Sandra Rowe, Loretta Williamson 
GREETERS:   Sam & Tracy Stringer  Aida Cerney 
USHERS:   Brian & Loretta Williamson Bob Cerney, Jim Kempf 
A/V TEAM:   Lucas Wingard   Lucas Wingard 
READERS:   Lindsey Stewart   Sam & Tracy Stringer 
ACOLYTES:   Lamon Brand   Daniella Okafor, Emmanuella Okafor 
CHALICE ADMINISTRATOR: Sandra Rowe   Stacey Driggers 
VERGER:   Carolyn Brunson   Carolyn Brunson 
 

SAINT PATRICK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH and 
the LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 

 4800 Old Dawson Road  Parish Office: 229.432.7964 | office@stpatricksalbany.org 
 Albany Georgia 31721  Website:  www.stpatricksalbany.org 
STAFF 
Rev. Tim Burger, Interim Rector    912.521.4326 | rector@stpatricksalbany.org  
Martin Mills, Parish Administrator & Director of Music 229.432.7964 | office@stpatricksalbany.org  
VESTRY 
Bob Cerney, Senior Warden    229.878.1514 | cerneyrw@mediacombb.net 
Stacey Driggers, Junior Warden    229.343.4393 | sodriggers@att.net 
Jim Kempf, Treasurer     229.883.7111 | treasurer@stpatricksalbany.org 
John Griffin, Peggy Hamlin, Tricia Moreschi, Uzoma Okafor, Sandra Rowe (Clerk), Marian White 


